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White Christian Nationalism is a Threat 

to Our Christian Faith and Baptist 

Values 
 

This month marks the second anniversary of the 

attempted coup at the United States Capitol. 

Like many of you, I was watching those events 

unfold in real-time on television two years ago. 

Among the many Trump banners and U.S. flags 

being proudly waved by these insurrectionists, I 

was surprised to see more than a few Christian 

flags, crosses, and other Christian signs and 

symbols. These symbols seemed so out of place to 

me because the actions of the crowd ran 

counter to the teachings of Jesus. 

 

But the January 6 the insurrection laid bare the 

toxic ideology of white Christian nationalism—the 

dangerous belief that this country is, and must 

remain, a Christian nation founded for its white 

Christian inhabitants. This ideology marginalizes 

and victimizes religious, ethnic, racial, sexual, 

and gender minorities, among others. It violates our 

fundamental right to religious liberty, 

which is a foundational value of Baptists in 

America. 

 

Amanda Tyler of the Baptist Joint Committee for 

Religious Liberty believes that white Christian 

nationalism is currently the biggest threat to our 

nation’s religious freedom, explaining that: 

 

[White] Christian Nationalism is antithetical 

to the constitutional ideal that belonging in 

American society is not predicated on what 

faith one practices or whether someone is 

religious at all. The political ideology that 

seeks to merge American and Christian 

identities is deeply embedded in American 

society and manifests itself in a number of 

different ways, some more obviously harmful 

than others. The most violent expressions, such 

as what we saw at the January 6 insurrection, 

get most of the attention. But the more subtle 

ones—like state legislative efforts to promote 

the teaching of the Bible in public schools or 

to 

require the posting of “In God We Trust” in 

public schools and other public places—are 

also dangerous in that they perpetuate the 

false narrative that to be a true American one 

must be Christian—and often a certain type of 

Christian. Christian nationalism undergirds a 

number of threats to religious freedom, 

including anti-Muslim bigotry, anti-Semitism, 

and government-sponsored religion. 

 

As a congregation deeply committed to seeking 

justice, combatting white supremacy, and 

upholding our foundational Baptist value of 

religious liberty, we must stand against this toxic 

ideology. As a faith community, we are well 

positioned to educate others about the dangers of 

white Christian nationalism. That is why First 

Baptist Church is partnering with several of our 

regional and statewide ministry partners to host one 

of three educational events in Wisconsin 

with a nationally recognized expert on white 

Christian nationalism, Rev. Jennifer Butler of Faith 

in Public Life (see details on next page). 

 

Additionally, I hope and pray that we will use our 

positions of power and influence to speak out 

against policies, practices, and legislation rooted in 

white Christian nationalism. We have seen 

an uptick in proposed bills that would 

disenfranchise many of our neighbors based on 

their 

racial, ethnic, religious, sexual, or gender identities. 

This has been especially notable in our state 

legislature. As your pastor, I have committed 

myself to speaking out publicly against these 

efforts and offering my public testimony in 

opposition to such bills introduced in our state 

legislature during the upcoming legislative session. 

And I hope you will join me by lending your 

voices to this movement, as well. 

 

In solidarity, 

 

Pastor Tim Schaefer 
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Faith and Democracy Tour – Reverend Jennifer 

Butler, Founder in Residence, Faith in Public Life 

(https://www.faithinpubliclife.org/profiles/rev-

jennifer-butler/) 

White Christian nationalism is a threat to our 

democracy and to our faith. But people of faith are 

pushing back. Rev. Jennifer Butler is visiting key 

states where democracy is most threatened to 

inspire and equip communities to reclaim their faith 

and protect our democracy, grounded in spiritual 

disciplines that have strengthened justice-centered 

communities for centuries. Together we can build a 

true multiracial, multi-faith democracy where every 

person can thrive.  

  

Rev. Butler will be traveling to Wisconsin February 

5-7, to train communities to reclaim their faith 

traditions to push back against the white Christian 

nationalism that is attempting to take over our 

electorate. Rev. Butler is partnering with Wisconsin 

Faith Voices for Justice, the Wisconsin Council of 

 

Churches, WISDOM, MICAH, the Interfaith 

Conference of Greater Milwaukee, the Wisconsin 

Council of Rabbis, and other faith organizations 

and congregations, to empower communities to 

push back more effectively against the misuse of 

religion, and interrupt the grip that hypocrisy and 

heresy have, on white Christians in particular, 

across the current social and political landscape. 

 

Sunday, Feb 5th at 2:00pm 

Workshop: ‘Talking to Friends and Loved Ones 

Caught up in Conspiracy Theories and Christian 

Nationalism’; First Baptist Church of Waukesha 

(247 Wisconsin Ave, Waukesha). In-person only. 

  

Monday, Feb 6th at 7:00pm 

The Rise of the Christian Right and White 

Christian Nationalism 

Unitarian Universalist Church West (13001 W 

North Ave, Brookfield). Livestream option 

available. 

  

Tuesday, Feb 7th at 7:00pm 

American Democracy and the Role of Faith 

First Baptist Church of Madison (518 N Franklin 

Ave, Madison). Livestream option available. 

  

Register here:  

https://www.wichurches.org/2022/10/faith-

democracy/    

 

 

 
 

2023 Pledging Update  

Your Church Leadership Council is pleased to report  

that for 2023,  the church received 58 pledges.  The  

 total pledged amount to date  is $232,601.   

In the next few weeks we will be sending out a 

proposed church budget for your consideration.  For 

those who would like to discuss the proposal, we 

will host an information meeting in early 

February.    

The Congregation will vote on a budget during the 

winter business meeting, held via Zoom on 

February 12th.  Thanks to everyone and God bless 

you. 

Paul Chotlos, Bill Fiore, Mary Fiore, Curt Grinde, 

Lynette Miller 

 

 

 
THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON 

MONDAY, JANUARY 16TH  IN 

OBSERVANCE OF  

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

http://www.firstbaptistmadison.org/Pledge
https://www.faithinpubliclife.org/profiles/rev-jennifer-butler/
https://www.faithinpubliclife.org/profiles/rev-jennifer-butler/
https://www.wichurches.org/2022/10/faith-democracy/
https://www.wichurches.org/2022/10/faith-democracy/
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“THREE IN ONE” MUSIC TEAM  

AT FIRST BAPTIST 
 

The Personnel Committee was presented with a 

challenge back in September 2022 when the 

Director of Music and Worship Arts, Katrina 

Welborn, gave notice that with her heavy grad 

school duties, she would be leaving us.   Katrina 

had served primarily as a “cantor” during worship, 

and during the pandemic was not able to assemble 

an adult choir.  The FBC Handbell Choir 

participated in worship a few times, and did one 

special concert that attracted a good-sized audience.  

(In 2022 they did not have a regular director, but 

about 12 people remained committed to providing 

bell music, and the group moved its rehearsal room 

to the lower level from the 3rd floor.) 

 

The challenge for the Trustees’ Personnel 

Committee was to find one or more people who 

could help revitalize the music program to include 

more special music by the bells, increase the variety 

of music for morning worship, improve 

congregational singing and continue to explore the 

ways music can enhance worship.  For the October, 

2022 175th anniversary celebration,  Katrina had 

arranged for a trombone quartet to play – and the 

organizer of that group (Dr. Cole Bartels) was later 

invited to talk with the Personnel Committee about 

his interest in becoming an interim Music 

Coordinator.  Cole has a Ph.D. in trombone 

performance from UW-Madison, and is seeking a 

tenure track position at a university.  In the 

meantime, Cole performs frequently in a number of 

groups in the area, teaches at UW-Whitewater and 

Concordia College and has private trombone 

students.  We’ve experienced joy at FBC by having 

Cole invite various groups and soloists for Sunday 

worship, including the Lakeside Brass, which led 

worship on Christmas Eve. 

 

We also asked our gifted organist/pianist, Ted 

Reinke, to consider adding a few hours per week to 

lead the FBC Handbell Choir.  Ted, as many of you 

know, is the organist at some other congregations 

(St. Luke’s Lutheran in Middleton, for one), and has 

a number of music groups he accompanies.  Ted has 

directed the handbell choir at St. Luke’s for the past 

10 years, and is experienced with the fundamentals 

of bell ringing. Finding a mutually-acceptable night 

for the bell choir ringers to rehearse has been 

resolved – and each Monday evening at 6 p.m., if 

you happen to be in the building, you will hear 

some beautiful music being played.   We are 

fortunate to have some leaders in the Handbell 

Choir who have 30+ years of experience who take 

on additional roles such as helping plan which 

numbers to rehearse and having music folios ready 

for rehearsal.  After a few “hitches” in how to 

arrange the bells for the best visual view for 

livestream worship and some schedule changes, Ted 

and the bell ringers now have a handle on regular 

participation times and are planning ahead to have 

the bells play at least once a month. 

 

Then, there were the limitations of our video 

recording/sound equipment.  The FBC sanctuary 

was never intended to be a TV studio with all the 

high tech microphones, cameras, and electrical 

outlets required for “perfect” livestream production.  

Several experienced volunteers and our paid A/V 

Coordinator (Morgen Abramson) manage sound, 

cameras and prepare slides to show on screen for 

text or hymns.  This Audio-Visual team has learned 

a lot, and we have a steady group of worshippers 

who are with us remotely every Sunday who can 

fully participate from home. 

 

Since the microphones we have are not enough or 

of the highest quality, the worshippers cannot hear 

each other well on Sunday morning, so we needed a 

cantor (song leader).  We turned to our own Beth 

Gunshor and asked her to be an interim “choir 

leader.”  Beth led an outstanding Children’s Music 

program at FBC for many years, and readjusted her 

many roles in the church to take on this new 

challenge.  Beth has recruited congregants who are 

willing to come early on Sunday morning, rehearse 

the hymns and then help lead singing for the 

congregation.  This group (called the “Hymnsters”) 

is looking forward to serving as a traditional “choir” 

for occasional special music in the future.  

 

Thus, we now have three talented musicians who 

hold weekly planning sessions with Pastor Tim, 

making decisions on how to incorporate music into 

the morning worship services.  This team went 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE  
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through an evaluation process in December, and 

decided that “it works” and they are willing to 

continue, at least for the next 6 months.  Trustees 

approved the plan. 

 

A couple of reminders for the congregation:  if you 

come into the sanctuary early on Sunday morning, 

please do not use that space to carry on lively 

conversations – someone is likely rehearsing!  And 

please follow the signals from the pastor or 

musicians to stand, sing, or participate in a reading.  

We are blessed to have found a “music solution,” 

with a budget that does not exceed the 2022 budget, 

led by three gifted musicians.   

 

Thank you, Music and Worship Team!   

 

– Diane Adams, Personnel Committee Chair  

  

 
 

These days we hear and read a lot about being 

Green. Slogans remind us about our carbon 

footprint and often ask us to do our part. It’s true; 

we should, but realistically, is an electric car in 

your future? How about solar panels on your roof? 

Some of these green fixes are just not within our 

reach. 

 

There are, however, ways everyone can help right 

now, every day. I’d like you to take a minute 

and think about your garbage, specifically, your 

recycling. Did you know that 19% of what goes 

in recycle bins is actually trash, and 13% of material 

in the county’s landfill could be recycled. 

 

Most Madison-area households including those in 

Madison, Verona, Sun Prairie, Middleton and 

Fitchburg can safely recycle a few more items than 

other areas thanks to the sorting system at 

Pellitteri Waste Systems. 

 

Recycling requirements during the 

holidays and other celebrations: 
 

Gift Bags – Save them to be reused next year (and 

the year after that). 

Do not place these bags into the recycling bin. 

These bags should go in the trash. 

 

Cards – Cards that are just plain paper can be 

recycled.  

Cards containing foil and/or glitter go into the trash. 
 

Cards that play songs, light-up, perform other 

functions because they are powered 

by a battery – These should be placed in the trash . 

Take these cards apart and remove the battery for 

recycling separately. 

Cards like these are usually powered by lithium 

batteries and they can be a fire hazard. 
 

Wrapping Paper – Plain decorative wrapping paper 

is recyclable. The cardboard tube of wrapping paper 

is recyclable. 

Paper with foil is not recyclable and belongs in the 

trash.  
 

Bows & Ribbons – Save  to use again next year 

(and again the year after that). 

These belong in the trash.  Be sure to separate them 

from the wrapping paper 

 

Stay tuned for more recycling tips and check out 

these websites for more information: 

go.madison.com/recycle or Pellitteri’s website at 

go.madison.com/pellitteri. 

 

– Barb Henning for the Green Team: Lynette 

Miller, Wynn Davies, Gil Emmert, and Mary Ray 

 

 
 

Second Harvest Foodbank 
 

Join our team of 

volunteers in 

packaging care 

boxes for 

families 

experiencing 

food insecurity. 

 

Friday, January 20, 2023 from 8:30 am - 11:30 pm 

Friday, February 17, 2023 from 8:30 am - 11:30 am 

Friday, March 17, 2023 from 8:30 am - 11:30 am 

 

Contact the church office or Wynn Davies for more 

information. 

THE GREEN CORNER 

OTHER NEWS  
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 Thank you from The Road Home! 
 

Donations for November and part of December 

were collected.  These items help families 

transition from homelessness to housing.  

 

Your donation of  diapers, diaper wipes, toilet 

paper and paper towels is very much appreciated.  

Thank you! 

 – Beth, Sam, Robbie, and Thomas Gunshor 

 

 

FBC Youth Monthly Collection  

JANUARY 
 

  

 

For the month of 

January,  

FBC Youth are 

collecting items for 

Porchlight.   

 

 

Porchlight is an organization that strives to reduce 

homelessness in Dane County by collaborating with 

the community.  

 

Here are some of the items their wish list has: 

Household Supplies 

• Bowls and cups (microwave safe) 

• Paper towels and toilet paper 

• 13-gal garbage bags 

• Laundry basket 

Shelter Supplies- all travel size 

• Toothbrushes & toothpaste 

• Shampoo, conditioner, 2-in-1 

• Bar Soap/body wash & lotion 

• Razors & shaving cream 

• Deodorant 

• Q-tips 

 

You can find a list of ALL the items that Porchlight 

needs at this link https://porchlightinc.org/donate-

items/.   

 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

  

MONDAY – JANUARY 16 
38th Annual Day of Observance 

 
38th Annual MLK Day 

Observance 
Hosted by the King Coalition 

 

Join at the Overture Center for the Arts for the 

official 38th Madison & Dane County MLK Day 

Observance featuring Donzaleigh Abernathy 

daughter of Rev. Ralph Abernathy and Goddaughter 

of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 
 

REGISTER  

https://porchlightinc.org/
https://porchlightinc.org/donate-items/
https://porchlightinc.org/donate-items/
http://mlkingcoalition.org/
https://ulgm.org/MLKyouth2023
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Our Church Family: Jim D & family; Russell N’s 
family; Brenda L’s brother, Cliff; Susan H; 
Linda O; Curt G; Rhiannon T; Paul H; Sara S; 
Mary F; Linda R; Doris E, Carla E’s mother  
 

Our Homebound:  Sheila D; Pat & Harley Y; 
Linda O; Byron P; Martha F; Ruth E 
 

Others:  Those whose names and needs are 
unspoken. 
 

(To add prayer requests, send your request to the 
office email, office@firstbaptistmadison.org.) 

 

 
 

              JANUARY               FEBRUARY 
 

1 Coral B 2 Monica Jo V 

3 Jan A 5 Nathaniel C 

4 Victor C 6 Lynette M 

4 Ann N 7 Debbie E 

5 Brenda L 7 Paul H, Jr. 

9 Judy S 7 Evan Z 

23 Paul C 8 Diane B 

23 Mary R 9 Barbara E 

25 Virginia E 14 JungJa H L 

26 Amanda C 14 Vanessa K 

26 Herman T 19 Susan D 

27 Bert A 19 Harley Y 

29 Dennis R 21 Robert N 

 21 Marilyn H 

 22 Katie D 

 25 Marianne D 

 26 John M 

 27 Glenn F 

 27 Suzanne V 

 
Ways You Can Give 
 

There are several ways you can contribute to your 

pledge, offerings, memorials, and other gifts. 
 

(See blue, boxed information on last page for ways 

you can give.) 

 

 

Church Office Hours 

Office:  Monday – Friday – 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

518 N Franklin Ave, Madison WI 53705 

(608-233-1880)  

  

Office Visits 

 

You can schedule an appointment with Pastor Tim 

over Zoom or phone, at the following link: 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8d7yhh  OR call the church 

office (608) 233-1880 to schedule a time.   

 
2023 Lectionary Readings 

 

The current year’s lectionary is Year A.  Below is a 

link to a pdf, which you can download and keep so 

that you can refer to the week’s specific readings.   
 

You can also view and read the specific reading by 

going to https://www.biblegateway.com/   

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edith Scott Davison 

June 29, 1928 – December 23, 2022 

 

The life of Edith Scott (Mrs. James) Davison came 

to a close on December 23 at her home surrounded 

by her loving family. 

 

A memorial service will be held on January 14, 

2022, at 2:00 pm at First Baptist Church, 518 N. 

Franklin Ave., Madison, WI.  

  

We hope you can join in person or online.   

After the service please join the family and friends 

for refreshments in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Call the office with any questions.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

BIRTHDAYS 

FAREWELL TO A FRIEND 

mailto:office@firstbaptistmadison.org
https://tinyurl.com/2p8d7yhh
https://www.biblegateway.com/
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FBC Bible Study and Other Groups 
 

 
Men's Breakfast (Online) – Via Zoom only - bring your breakfast to your computer and connect with other 

men via Zoom; we meet at 8:30 a.m. the first Wednesday of each month.   

 

Join Zoom Meeting – Please call the office for information. 

 

Hourglass Bible Study (Online) – Continuing this Sunday.   We will continue to read two of Paul's 

letters:  Galatians and Romans. We'll work together to understand how these letters speak to us today by studying 

the historical context in which the letters were written to specific congregations about their specific problems.  

 

Join Zoom Meeting – Please call the office for information. 

 

Bible Study Group (Online) – This group is led by Rev. Bob Martens (retired ABC pastor).  The focus is on 

the lectionary texts for the following Sunday.  It meets for about one to one and a half hours on 

Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  

 

Join Zoom Meeting – Please call the office for information. 

 

FBC @ Prayer (Online) – Pastor Schaefer will lead in prayer.  This prayer group lifts up joys and concerns 

of the congregation.  It meets for half hour on Thursdays at Noon.    

 

Join Zoom Meeting – Please call the office for information. 

 

UPDATE - Spiritual Renewal Group 1 (Online) –  This small group meets the first and third Monday of 

the month at 7 PM via Zoom. We are continuing to read, reflect on, and discuss the Christian classic – Dark 

Night of the Soul by St. John of the Cross (translation by Edgar Allison Peers). This can be found in book form 

or online as a free PDF. 

 

If this is something that might be of interest, we invite you to join us as we read Book 2, chapters 6-9 for 

December 5 and Book 2, Chapters 10-13 for December 19 via Zoom! Questions? Contact Bill 

Hausler, hhausler@tds.net. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting – Please call the office for information. 

 

Spiritual Renewal Group 2 (Online) – The group plans to continue to meet the second and fourth Tuesdays 

of the month at 4:00 PM.  Books are picked to help them grow through a spiritual journey.  They have become 

a support group as well and endeavors to not share with the general public and no one is wrong. They do not 

discuss church business during meetings. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting – Please call the office for information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hhausler@tds.net
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Welcome to Worship at First Baptist Church 
 

We extend a special greeting to visitors and hope that you will find meaning and fellowship 

in our church.  If you are searching for a church home and would appreciate a call or visit, 

please contact the office. 

 

Our Mission 

The Mission of First Baptist Church is to follow Jesus by doing justice, loving people,  

and advocating for equity. 

  

Our Purpose 

The purpose of First Baptist Church of Madison is to invite all people, regardless of race, 

culture, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, or marital status, to unite as full 

participants in this Christian fellowship. 

 

Our Shared Beliefs 

God loves all people unconditionally and seeks a personal relationship with every person. 

God offers forgiveness and hope to heal our lives and make us whole. 

Jesus shows us who God is and who we can become. 

God is present, speaking to us through prayer, our sacred scriptures, other people, and creation. 

 

Our Core Values 

  Inclusive Community  ⬧  Soul Freedom  ⬧  Spiritual Growth  ⬧  Mission   

Beyond these shared values and beliefs, a great diversity of personal faith, beliefs,  

and values is found and treasured within our community.  

We expect no conformity to any creed. 

 

        First Baptist Church Madison 

518 North Franklin Avenue, Madison, WI  53705-3699  

Telephone: (608) 233-1880 | E-mail: fbcoffice@firstbaptistmadison.org  

  Office Hours | Building Access 

Monday through Friday 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


