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Fall 2020 Racial Justice Speaker Series
Our speaker series on systemic racism in Madison continues this Sunday at 9am. The Zoom
information is below. You can find more information at our church website (click here).

Our next speaker will be Tia Murray, a certified doula, who will speak on the topic
of systemic racism in Black maternal health and on birth justice.
Here is the link for the Zoom session: CLICK HERE
Meeting ID: 882 9918 5875

Tia Murray is a certified Birth Doula,
through Doulas of North America International (DONA). She is also a certified lactation counselor, and considers herself a community-based doula.
Ms. Murray was born
and raised in Madison, Wisconsin and
always dreamed of
giving back to her
community. As a non
-traditional student
and a single mother,
she attended the University of WisconsinMadison and received
her Bachelors of Science in Community
and Environmental

Passcode: justice

Sociology. In addition to becoming a Fellow
in UW’s Infant, Early Childhood, and Family
Mental Health Graduate Capstone program,
she also holds an Associates of Science degree, as well as an Ethnic Studies Certificate.
Ms. Murray has passionately worked with
women, children and
families in multiple capacities throughout
her professional career. Her work has focused heavily on social
justice, reproductive
justice, access to culturally sensitive maternal and child health
care, and the promotion of communitybased
(cont. p.3)

Systemic Racism SelfDirected Curriculum
Check out the Systemic Racism
Self-Directed Curriculum, created by the FBC Racial Justice
Team. It can be found HERE.
We suggest exploring the
healthcare section this week.

Looking ahead

Here are two resources shared by Ms. Murray if you’d like to prepare for this Sunday’s
session in advance.
Exploring Birth Justice: A Conversation With Julia Chinyere Oparah and Alicia Bonaparte, co-editors of Birthing
Justice: Black Women, Pregnancy, and Childbirth
Decolonizing Birth: Women Take Back Their Power as LifeGivers, by Sarah Sunshine Manning

Upcoming events
How Faith Intersects with Civic Engagement
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 at 12:00pm
Join this interactive virtual dialogue to listen and
learn as panelists delve into conversation about
ways people of faith can influence society on issues
around racial equity, voting, advocacy, community
organizing and more. Rev. Dr. Marie Onwubuariri
will be speaking.

Are you registered to vote? There are opportunities to register or to drop off your
absentee ballot at Madison area parks
this Saturday. Click this picture to find out
more.
For information on Interfaith
Voting Engagement, click here

FBC Racial Justice Goals
First Baptist Church-Madison has a strong tradition of social justice activism, but recent events have galvanized us into
new action. Ultimately, we want to be a part of, individually and as a collective, solutions for healing and transforming
the systems that perpetuate systemic racism.
Our goals are to:
• educate ourselves about racial injustice and systemic racism through such means as reading materials, lectures,
films…
We are grounded in Micah 6:8 (NLT) which says,
• dig deeper through dialogue and discussion
• create individual and collective actions to promote racial justice
“No, O people, the Lord has told you
• live in ways that reflect our new or enhanced awareness
what is good,

We invite you to embrace your goals by:
• investing time in exploring and learning
• spending time in self-reflection to enhance your self-awareness
• stepping outside of your comfort zones

and this is what He requires of you:
to do what is right, to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with your God.”

Tia Murray, continued
intervention and prevention programing. Ms. Murray has worked diligently with young children with disabilities or developmental challenges, has supervised home visitors, and has worked with women struggling with homelessness, health issues, substance abuse, and mental health challenges.
Ms. Murray strongly believes that it is crucial to meet families where they are at, to be curious and inclusive, and to provide culturally and socially sensitive support services. Ms. Murray, a mother of five beautiful children, continues working closely with women and their infants, children and families, to provide
early intervention in respect to health inequities across the lifespan. In an attempt to meet a need in her
community, she co-founded a community- based doula agency in 2014 that provides culturally situated,
and evidence-based pregnancy, birth, infant and lactation support to mothers and families in South Central Wisconsin; Harambee Village: Pregnancy, Childbirth, and Breastfeeding Care. Ms. Murray supports
community empowerment by providing information, leadership, and advocacy on issues affecting community health and well-being.
Ms. Murray is a Ph.D. student in Human Ecology: Human Development and Family Studies at the UW Madison School of Human Ecology. Her research interests include bringing greater awareness to the root
causes of residual impacts of racial inequities in maternal and child health. In particular, black infant mortality is something that she would like to bring more academic attention to. Community-based participatory research is of most interest to her work. She is also interested in furthering research on the benefits
of doulas on perinatal health outcomes, particularly in communities of color, and in respect to racial disparity. She posits that research and interventions need to address the institutionalized forms of racism
that perpetuate persistent racial disparities in the U.S. She also feels it imperative to reframe our language and research in respect to racial health disparities, and to critically analyze and address the root
causes of racial inequities and injustices using a reproductive justice framework.
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“There comes a point
where we need to stop
just pulling people out
of the river.
We need to go
upstream and find out
why they're falling in.”
-Archbishop Desmond Tutu

SEPT 13

M Adams
Systemic racism in criminal
justice

SEPT 20

Noble Wray
Systemic racism in law
enforcement

SEPT 27

WHEN

Small & large group
discussions on wks 1 & 2

Sundays, Sept 13-Oct 18
9am - 10am

OCT 4

WHERE

OCT 11

Online ~ To register, contact
fbc.madison.justice@gmail.com
http://firstbaptistmadison.org/fall-2020-sunday-school-systemic-racism/

Tia Murray
Systemic racism effects on
Black maternal health

Sagashus Levingston
Systemic racism effects on
Black families

OCT 18

Small & large group
discussions on wks 4 & 5

Invitation
We invite you to share your reflections, thoughts, and experiences in this space.
How do you see racial injustice and/or justice showing up in your personal life, in your professional life, in your faith, and in your history?
Have you experienced change since you started engaging in this work? Have you seen or heard
something with a new perspective?

Your responses can be written, video, audio—whatever you are most comfortable with.
Written responses can be shared anonymously.

Books we’re reading

Caste: The Origins
of our Discontents;
by Isabel Wilkerson

Trouble the Water:
A Christian Resource for
the Work of Racial Justice;
Edited by Mathews,
Onwubuariri, & Sanders

Stamped: The Definitive History of Racist
Ideas in America;
by Ibram X Kendi
(yes, some of us are still working on this book!)

Let us know what you’re reading for a future newsletter
Contact the Racial Justice Team:
Diane Adams, Victor Crentsil, Anna Donahoe, Mary Fiore, Beth Gunshor, & Linda Stamm
fbc.madison.justice@gmail.com
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